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Appendix 1 
Extent of the CIAT 



Appendix 2 
Photographic interpretation of the CIAT functions in St Helens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Bridge to the Country – Clockface Country Park 

2. Gateway to the Town – East Lancashire Road A580 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Health Centre – Sankey Valley Park 

4. Classroom – Wheatacre Woods 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Recycling and Renewable Energy Centre – Ravenhead Greenway 

6. Productive Landscape – Billinge Hill 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Heritage and Cultural Legacy -  Stanley Bank 

8. Place for Sustainable Living – New Bold Place Housing Development 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Engine for Regeneration – Collier Moss Common 

10. Nature Reserve – Brickfields, part of the Newlands scheme 



 
 
 
 

11. Industrial and Residential Centre – Rainford Industrial Estate 



Appendix 3 
Definition of CIAT functions used in St Helens UFAP 

 
1.  Bridge to the Country 
These areas encompass the outer areas around the town, linking to the wider 
countryside. Links are made by networks of parks, woodlands and greenspaces 
in association with footpaths, bridleways and cycleways. Bridge are possible in a 
number of forms; physical and visual, and range through urban edge parks, 
country parks, river valleys, waterways, access routes, views and vantage points. 
The combination of bridges allow more people regardless of social and economic 
circumstances to easily and safely enjoy, whether physically or visually, high 
quality  countryside close to where they live. Bridges to the Country allow the 
evolving green infrastructure to be identified, with individual sites being seen as 
part of the wider network. This function of the countryside in and around towns is 
important as context setting and has strong associations with greenbelt, making 
retention and enhancement of this designation key. This function is associated 
with countryside which crosses local authority boundaries and as such indicates 
the need for an approach which can take in cross boundary issues. 
 
2. Gateway to the Town 
The gateway to the town should be seen as an indicator and advertisement for 
quality and is the most spatially definite and distinct of all the functions. They key 
function of the gateway areas will be in giving a first impression to visitors and 
potential investors, and the sense of place for residents re-entering the town. It is 
likely that prominent features within the countryside in and around town will be 
visible from these nodes which will be based around key transport infrastructure 
and exemplar sites. It is important that where the gateway function exists 
currently, high standards of appropriate design, maintenance and management 
are in place, which takes account of surrounding character. This should be 
extended to areas where additional gateways can be determined, areas of new 
development and to major routes which form the context for the function. 
 
3. Health Centre 
Accessible and attractive countryside in and around towns provides an invaluable 
respite from urban living, this forms part of the health centre function which also 
considers physical and mental health as its focus. This countryside on the urban 
doorstep allows safe, enjoyable natural facilities for walking, cycling, horse riding 
and a place to relax in natural surroundings, so meeting the needs of both active 
and passive sports and recreation. Society and the economy benefit from this 
available resource for countryside recreation and interaction with nature, through 
better physical and mental health. Visual health centres are particularly important 
and their retention and enhancement are key to the continued presence of this 
function. Mental access to the natural environment should be seen as an 
important starting point for environmental justice for the whole community. 
 
 



4. Classroom 
The diversity of land uses in the countryside in and around towns provides a 
huge range of outdoor learning environments. This could be in an academic 
context as an outdoor classroom, linked to the national curriculum or higher 
education, particularly in environment and rural studies. The vocational learning 
environment also represents a key type of classroom providing learning 
opportunities and vocational training for older students, lifelong learning for adults 
and the skills necessary to maintain the environmental and recreational fabric of 
the area. In addition to being a formal education resource many areas of the 
countryside in and around towns have an informal particularly visual education 
function. This could be represented by views of agricultural land and the farming 
year or the changing seasons of woodlands. This classroom function indicates 
the unique character of the landscape and has strong associations with the 
cultural legacy function. 
 
5. Recycling and Renewable Energy Centre 
The sustainable processes of recycling, resource management, pollution control, 
regeneration of land, property and infrastructure are the focus of this function. 
Recycling can take place in a number of ways: new and existing woodlands and 
habitats absorbing large quantities of atmospheric pollution, fully functional flood 
plains and reinstated water meadows capturing excess winter rainfall so 
protecting properties and insurance, and recycling schemes drastically reducing 
the amount of waste going to landfill. The countryside in and around towns has 
the space to accommodate such activities and are well placed through proximity 
to transport routes to link these activities to renewable energy technologies 
including solar, biomass and wind. These activities should be planned and 
developed to allow local people and organisations to influence and share 
benefits. The countryside in and around towns should be viewed as having the 
potential to be at the cutting edge of combining lower energy consumption with 
more sustainable waste management. 
 
6. Productive Landscape 
To work towards sustainability, farmers and land managers in the countryside in 
and around towns need to take full advantage of their proximity to large urban 
markets through direct marketing as well as local retail centres, and need to be 
engaged in creating and maintaining a wide range of valuable good and services. 
Traditional agricultural production methods continue in some areas although a 
range of diversity can now be identified. Moves are being made in some areas 
towards organic production methods, allotments, and a range of rural business 
and land management diversification. These opportunities and innovations 
should be encouraged and worked towards to ensure that the productive 
countryside in and around towns remains appropriate for the area. 
 
7. Heritage and Cultural Legacy 
The countryside in and around towns has a key role in retaining the heritage and 
cultural legacy function and promoting it in an appropriate way. The character 



and spatial arrangement of landscape elements has led to the retention of many 
important features, this approach should be continued. This function is important 
in fostering a sense of place, allowing people to establish connections with their 
roots and providing a physical link to the past. In this way the wider community 
should be encouraged to become involved in plans for this functional area. Both 
built and natural environments are incorporated in the function including industrial 
and natural landscapes. These resources are valuable assets for now and the 
future and where key areas and networks can be identified they should be 
promoted as hubs for wider recognition of the importance of heritage and culture. 
 
8. A Place to Live Sustainably 
It should be recognised that new developments are likely to take place in the 
countryside in and around towns, the sustainability of which needs to be 
considered at the earliest stage. To ensure places can be considered sustainable 
they should meet the needs of new communities establishing in the area 
particularly through affordable homes and suitable environmental setting. This is 
particularly relevant where urban villages are planned but existing communities 
should also be considered. In order to achieve this it is necessary to genuinely 
balance communities; combining homes, employment opportunities, community 
and commercial services all within a high quality environmental framework. To 
enable developments to maintain any level of sustainability it is necessary for the 
connections to wider infrastructural networks and other functions of the 
countryside in and around towns to be present and considered for these areas. 
Design should enhance rural setting and provide well planned environmental 
infrastructure, greenspace and links to surrounding countryside. 
 
9. Engine for Regeneration 
Strategies for regeneration should use the countryside in and around towns as a 
tool to help communities develop their own confidence, skills and prospects. 
Residents within these areas should be fully involved in creating and managing 
recreational spaces, community gardens, allotments and delivering 
environmental improvements to make neighbourhoods more liveable. Advice and 
support is required to assist people to grow their own food and adopt a healthier 
lifestyle. Key examples of successful regeneration through environmental means 
should be used as the drivers behind a more comprehensive landscape change. 
Improvements and changes may be seen in a wide range of sectors: housing, 
community activity, diversification of farming, learning and employment 
opportunities. This results in better understanding by local people of the rural 
environment and a direct stake in the countryside on their doorstep. 
 
10. Nature Reserve  
A nature reserve is anywhere that people can encounter and appreciate nature. 
This may be at a formally designated site or less formally on brownfield sites or 
rough farmland. The countryside in and around towns contain new and reinstated 
areas of woodland, wetland, meadow and a broad array of other natural habitats; 
this has increased biodiversity up to the urban edge and results in a wealth of 



accessible nature. This resource needs protection through ecologically sensitive 
development which should be informed by up to date information on nature 
conservation, biodiversity and landscape ecology. The aim should be to identify 
areas for enhancement, as well as protection and it should be recognised that in 
some appropriate cases natural regeneration and a return to a more natural state 
should be encouraged. In this way the statutory designation system and nature 
conservation strategies already in place are given a boost. The value of these 
areas is not just for their wildlife and biodiversity but also their contribution to 
other functions. 
 
11. Industrial and Residential Centre 
The patchwork nature of the countryside in and around town means there will 
always be areas of built environment with a functional role. Residential areas 
contain the people who will use the urban fringe on a daily basis and industrial 
areas provide employment for people from both the rural and urban areas. As a 
result it is necessary to make sure these centres are incorporated into any 
functional plan for the countryside in and around towns. The other functions 
should complement and provide a setting for these centres. 



Appendix 4 
Sub-division of functions 

 
Areas with Existing Functionality 
 
1. Bridge to the Country 
Access Routes 
For cyclists, horse riders and walkers these routes allow easy and frequent 
access from town to countryside. The routes trace across the landscape allowing 
exploration and recreation opportunities throughout the natural resources of the 
Borough   
Existing Green Infrastructure 
This multi-functional landscape and greenspace resource is what has been 
achieved through initiatives to date in response to the local needs of St Helens 
and its people. This is the countryside in and around the town of St Helens right 
now. It is the starting point and keystone of the Town in the Forest which will take 
this significant natural resource and capitalise on its strengths to ensure its 
continued growth and development. 
Visual Bridges 
Accessibility to this countryside is purely visual, but as such allows equality of 
access for all members of the community regardless of financial resources. 
Identification of these important bridges is necessary to ensure the retention of 
vantages to the wider St Helens landscape. This is greenbelt countryside with 
identified land management practices and as such ensures the quality of the 
countryside in view. 
 
2. Gateway to the Town 
Visual Gateways 
Particular points on the major approach routes into St Helens have been 
identified which answer the question: How do you know when you are in St 
Helens? These areas can be identified by changes in landscape character, the 
feeling or sense of place or where familiar or iconic views of St Helens come into 
focus.  
Exemplar Sites 
These key sites and areas tell the success story of St Helens be that industrial 
heritage, land regeneration or natural capital. They have public access, are 
forward looking, and should be seen as the inspiration for future landscape works 
 
3.  Health Centre 
Formal Recreation 
Predominantly traditional public and private facilities and areas with organised 
opportunities for sport and recreation  
Potential for Informal Recreation 
Sites, areas and networks with public accessibility, and whilst having no 
organised activities have the potential for self structured enjoyment and 
experience of the outdoors 



Visual Health Centre 
Areas of St Helens which perform a vital and inclusive function by their presence, 
these virtual health centres help to promote mental well-being and relief from the 
stresses of the built environment and all its associations    
 
4. Classroom 
Eco/Geo and Nature Education 
These areas through their designations are inherently educational in nature, in 
many cases this is formalised on site by visual interpretation. There are actual 
and potential, passive and participatory learning opportunities associated with 
these areas for all members of society.  
Environments with the Potential for Informal Learning 
This publicly accessible countryside in and around St Helens is important for 
discovering and experiencing nature and natural processes in an informal and 
self guided way. 
Schools 
Schools are at the sharp end of educational provision; they are also well placed 
both educationally and locationally to capitalised upon the countryside in and 
around St Helens to provide stimulating and informing experiences for all. 
 
5. Recycling and Renewable Energy Centre 
Waste Recycling 
These sites have a range of facilities and allow both household and commercial 
recycling to take place close to local communities.  
Natural Recycling Systems 
The blue-green infrastructure of St Helens has the potential to provide a valuable 
recycling function through excess rainfall capture and removal of particulates 
from the atmosphere. These areas represent a key element in the suite of 
recycling possibilities. 
Land Recycling 
Recycling can take place beyond household and commercial waste, a range of 
initiatives in St Helens are re-using previously development land for useful 
purposes so preventing the need to draw in as much greenfield land. 
 
6. Productive Landscape 
Higher quality agricultural land 
These areas of land continue to be used for traditional agricultural production, 
although some farms have moved over to organic production methods in 
response to the growing demand for such produce. It is anticipated that this land 
will on the whole be retained as productive land. 
Lower quality agricultural land 
Whilst much of this land is currently in agricultural production its lower quality 
status means that it could be targeted for other land management uses. There 
are a range of options including agri-environment initiatives and diversification 
away from traditional farming. A more detailed analysis of options for specific 
areas is identified in the Agricultural Landholdings Strategy. 



Allotments 
The location of allotments in the countryside in and around towns makes them 
ideal areas for food production on an individual basis. Their proximity to many 
communities within St Helens makes them a sustainable option for both land use 
and peoples food requirements.  
Areas currently under Farm / Rural Business Support 
It has been acknowledged for some time that support is required to assist rural 
businesses to make changes which will make them competitive across St 
Helens; there are many examples of how this can work effectively. By identifying 
businesses currently receiving such assistance it is possible to detect patterns of 
uptake which can be used to focus further initiatives and maximise the benefits of 
such schemes. 
 
7. Heritage and Cultural Legacy 
Agricultural Legacy 
A considerable area of the countryside in and around towns remains under 
agricultural production. Where possible, traditional farmland landscapes which 
date back to the 19th Century should be identified and protected in order to retain 
examples of farming methods and styles.  
Industrial  Legacy 
Industry has always been a major shaper of the landscape of St Helens, where 
examples of early industry and locally important sites can be identified promotion 
and understanding should be developed through interpretation. This will help to 
maximize this rich resource of social history providing local communities with 
links to their past. 
Natural Legacy 
Semi-natural landscapes which have remained the same for over 150 years are 
key features which determine landscape character. Many of these areas have no 
formal designation but they should be retained and the contribution they make to 
the countryside in and around St Helens recognised. 
20th Century Legacy 
The landscape of St Helens changed considerably over this century – a time 
within living memory. It is important to ensure communities within St Helens 
retain links to their own past. Heritage from the twentieth century allows this 
experience and retention of recent social history. 
 
8. Place for Sustainable Living 
Drivers for Change 
These sites have been allocated to take up new development, and due to size 
and location are likely to have significant effects on the surrounding St Helens 
landscape. By identifying such areas adjacent functions can be considered 
during the development process and appropriate suggestions can be made to 
enable these sites to sit comfortably within the existing fabric of the area. 
 
9. Engine for Regeneration 
Successful Key Sites 



Areas that have been recently transformed and allow increased use of the 
countryside in and around St Helens are the inspiration for further works. 
Through community forestry important sites now provide economic, social and 
environmental benefits for the local community. 
 
10. Nature Reserve 
Designated Sites 
These sites have a range of statutory and non-statutory designations but all have 
been identified as being of high biodiversity value. 
Accessible Non-designated Sites 
Whilst not attracting a formal designation each of these areas should be seen to 
contribute to the wider definition of a nature reserve. In many cases these areas 
are close to large numbers of St Helens’ communities. On a number of sites the 
biodiversity value is likely to increase in the future as habitats become 
established and attract a wider range of species 
Non-designated Sites with Limited Access 
Although accessibility and quality of these areas is not uniform, their contribution 
to the biodiversity value of St Helens cannot be ignored. These areas allow the 
accessible nature reserves to function, providing undisturbed core habitat areas, 
linkage corridors which allow movement between sites and a wide range of 
ecological niches. It may be possible to secure access to some of these areas in 
the future although this would not be appropriate in all cases. However, the 
creation, restoration and management of such areas should be continued to 
increase the ecological resource within the countryside in and around St Helens. 
 
11. Industrial and Residential Centre 
Residential hub 
These areas of predominantly residential land use are not part of the main urban 
areas of St Helens but are small pockets within the countryside in and around 
towns. This information is useful for identifying communities in more rural 
locations. 
Industrial hub 
These are clusters of industry and business outside the main built up areas of St 
Helens. The sites are important to identify as economic drivers in the countryside 
in and around St Helens. 



Areas with Potential Functionality 
 
1.  Bridge to the Country 
Potential Access Routes 
For cyclists, horse riders and walkers these routes allow easy and frequent 
access from town to countryside. The routes trace across the landscape allowing 
exploration and recreation opportunities throughout the natural resources of the 
Borough   
Existing Green Infrastructure with potential access 
This multi-functional landscape and greenspace resource is what has been 
achieved through initiatives to date in response to the local needs of St Helens 
and its people. This is the countryside in and around the town of St Helens right 
now. It is the starting point and keystone of the Town in the Forest which will take 
this significant natural resource and capitalise on its strengths to ensure its 
continued growth and development. 
 
2. Gateway to the Town 
(not applicable) 
 
3. Health Centre 
Potential for Formal Recreation 
Predominantly traditional public and private facilities and areas with organised 
opportunities for sport and recreation  
Potential for Informal Recreation 
Sites, areas and networks with public accessibility, and whilst having no 
organised activities have the potential for self structured enjoyment and 
experience of the outdoors 
Proposed Health Centres 
These sites and networks which are still in the planning and finalisation stages 
have the potential for providing a range of formal and informal recreation in St 
Helens.  
 
4. Classroom 
Potential Eco/Geo and Nature Education 
These areas through their designations are inherently educational in nature, in 
many cases this is formalised on site by visual interpretation. There are actual 
and potential, passive and participatory learning opportunities associated with 
these areas for all members of society.  
Environments with the Potential for Informal Learning 
This publicly accessible countryside in and around St Helens is important for 
discovering and experiencing nature and natural processes in an informal and 
self guided way. 
 
5. Recycling and Renewable Energy Centre 
Potential Land Recycling 



Recycling can take place beyond household and commercial waste, a range of 
initiatives in St Helens are re-using previously development land for useful 
purposes so preventing the need to draw in as much greenfield land. 
 
6. Productive Landscape 
(not applicable) 
 
7. Heritage and Cultural Legacy 
(not applicable) 
8. Place to Live Sustainably 
Proposed Drivers for Change 
These sites have been allocated to take up new development, and due to size 
and location are likely to have significant effects on the surrounding St Helens 
landscape. By identifying such areas adjacent functions can be considered 
during the development process and appropriate suggestions can be made to 
enable these sites to sit comfortably within the existing fabric of the area. 
Potential Drivers for Change 
By identifying sites which are likely to become drivers for change in the future 
and linking this to the current function of the surrounding area it may be possible 
to understand how change can best be accommodated in the landscape. 
 
9. Engine for Regeneration 
Potential Socio-Economic Engines 
These sites have the potential to contribute to the economic and social 
sustainability of an area. It is anticipated that once development has occurred 
these sites will have a positive influence on the surrounding area in economic 
and social terms. 
Potential Socio-Environmental Engines 
These sites and areas have the potential to, and in many cases already are 
contributing to the environmental and social sustainability of the countryside in 
and around St Helens. The fact that so many of these potential engines are in 
place currently reflects the high degree of success which has been achieved 
through environmental regeneration in St Helens to date. The potential is for 
these sites to act in a synergistic way exerting a positive influence on their wider 
surroundings. 
Potential Multi-Sector Engines 
These areas have the potential to contribute to the sustainability of the 
countryside in and around town. Many of the sites are being developed as part of 
other projects which are concerned with delivering multi-sector benefit. It is 
important to ensure that once developed the sites progress towards their 
potential by attracting further sustainable projects to the area. 
 
10. Nature Reserve 
Proposed Designated Sites 
These sites have a range of statutory and non-statutory designations but all have 
been identified as being of high biodiversity value. 



Non-designated Sites with Potential Access 
Whilst not attracting a formal designation each of these areas should be seen to 
contribute to the wider definition of a nature reserve. In many cases these areas 
are close to large numbers of St Helens’ communities. On a number of sites the 
biodiversity value is likely to increase in the future as habitats become 
established and attract a wider range of species 
 
11. Industrial and Residential Centre 
Potential Residential hub 
These areas of predominantly residential land use are not part of the main urban 
areas of St Helens but are small pockets within the countryside in and around 
towns. This information is useful for identifying communities in more rural 
locations. 
Potential Built Environment 
These sites have been identified as having the potential to accept new built 
development. It is important that the adjacent functions to the sites are identified 
in order to ensure multi-functionality is retained whether development goes 
ahead or not. 
 
 



Appendix 5 
GIS Datasets used in St Helens UFAP 

 
GIS Dataset Description 
1. 20th Century Legacy Former colliery sites with heritage 

value 
2. Additional Residential Areas in 
Greenbelt 

Residential areas additional to main 
settlements 

3. Agricultural Land Grades 1 and 2 High quality agricultural land 
4. Agricultural Land Grades other Lower quality agricultural land 
5. Allotments Council owned allotments 
6. Amenity Areas (From Landscape 
Assessment) 

Part of the Mersey Forest 
Landscape Assessment 1 

7. Amenity Areas (From Phase 1 Survey) From St Helens Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey2  

8. Ancient Woodlands From national ASNW dataset 
9. Arable (From Landscape Assessment) Part of the Mersey Forest 

Landscape Assessment1 
10. Artificial Water Bodies (From Industrial 
Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

11. Canals (From Industrial Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

12. Chemical Industry (From Industrial 
Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

13. CIAT Extent of the CIAT in St Helens 
14. Commercial Recycling Centres Neighbourhood recycling centre for 

commercial waste 
15. Community Recycling Centres Neighbourhood recycling centre for 

household waste 
16. Countryside Stewardship From national CSS dataset 
17. Development Site (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
18. Development Site with PP (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
19. Dismantled Railway - Rainford Rainford Linear Park along the 

course of a dismantled railway 
20. Disused Minerals Line - Southern 
Corridor 

Planned linear route 

21. DUN land identified for Hard End Use From the North West Derelict Land 
Survey5 

22. DUN land identified for Soft End Use From the North West Derelict Land 
Survey5 

23. Economic Development Site (From 
UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

24. Economic Development Site with PP 
(From UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

25. Environmental Improvements in 
Transport Corridors (From UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

26. Exemplar Sites Extremely successful community 
forest sites 

27. Existing LNRs Local Nature Reserve 
28. Extraction Industry (From Industrial From Merseyside Historic 



Legacy) Characterisation Project3 
29. Farmhouse (From Agricultural Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 

Characterisation Project3 
30. Field System (From Industrial Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 

Characterisation Project3 
31. Footpaths with Leaflets Footpath where related leaflets 

showing routes etc are available 
32. Full Greenbelt Extent of the St Helens greenbelt 
33. Glass Industry (From Industrial Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 

Characterisation Project3 
34. Golf (From Landscape Assessment) Part of the Mersey Forest 

Landscape Assessment1 
35. Green Businesses Businesses based around outdoor 

industries e.g. horse racing 
36. Green Flag Parks Parks attaining green flag status 
37. Greenways (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
38. Habitats of High Value (From 
Landscape Ecology Project) 

Data from a project which classified 
habitats of value using LBAPs and 
other designation as its basis  

39. Healthy Walks Routes of guided health walks 
40. Heavy Industry (From Landscape 
Assessment) 

Part of the Mersey Forest 
Landscape Assessment1 

41. Housing Renewal Area (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
42. ICEP Projects funded or part of the 

Integrated Countryside and 
Environment Plan 

43. Iron Industry and Foundries (From 
Industrial Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

44. Kew of the North of Botanical Gardens Identified in the St Helens City 
Growth Strategy6 

45. Landscape Renewal Areas (From 
UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

46. Light Industry (From Landscape 
Assessment) 

Part of the Mersey Forest 
Landscape Assessment1 

47. Major Existing Development Site in 
Green Belt (From UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

48. Manufacturing Industry (From Industrial 
Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

49. Mersey Forest New Woodland (1992-
2004) 

New woodland planted between 
1992-2004 as part of The Mersey 
Forest 

50. Mersey Forest Non-Woodland (1992-
2004) 

Non Woodland habitat created 
between 1992-2004 as part of The 
Mersey Forest 

51. Mersey Forest Sites (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
52. Mersey Forest Woodland Management 
(1992-2004) 

Areas of woodland brought under 
management between 1992-2004 as 
part of The Mersey Forest 

53. Mining Operation Single planning application for 
extension to an open cast mining 
operation  



54. Mosses (From Natural Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

55. Municipal Works (From Industrial 
Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

56. Newlands Sites which are part of the NWDA 
and Forestry Commission Newlands 
Scheme 

57. Omega Development Proposed major new development 
58. Open Space (from UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
59. Organic Farming Scheme From national Organic Farming 

Scheme Agreement dataset 
60. Other Key Recreational Sites Recreational sites including parks 

not incorporated into other datasets 
61. Other Major Proposed Development 
Sites 

The location of major planning 
applications 

62. Other Woodlands in the Landscape All woodlands within St Helens 
63. Parkland (From Landscape 
Assessment) 

Part of the Mersey Forest 
Landscape Assessment1 

64. Pasture (From Landscape 
Assessment) 

Part of the Mersey Forest 
Landscape Assessment1 

65. Plantation (From Natural Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 

66. Proposed Bridleway Proposed bridleway route 
67. Proposed Greenspace (From UDP) From St Helens UDP4 
68. Proposed LNRs Proposed Local Nature Reserve 
69. Residential Development Site (From 
UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

70. Residential Development Site with PP 
(From UDP) 

From St Helens UDP4 

71. Rights of Way Public rights of way 
72. Rights of Way Road Linkages Routes along roads which link up 

public rights of way 
73. RIGS Regionally Important Geological 

Sites 
74. Sankey Canal Trail   Location specific route 
75. Sankey River Valley River valley floodplain 
76. SBI Site of Biological Importance 
77. Schools Primary and secondary school 
78. SCWI Site of Community Wildlife Interest 
79. Semi-natural habitats (From Phase 1 
Survey) 

From St Helens Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey2 

80. Semi-natural woodland (From Phase 1 
Survey) 

From St Helens Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey2 

81. Sherdley Park - Outdoor Events Identified in the St Helens City 
Growth Strategy6 

82. SSSI Site of Special Scientific Importance 
83. St Helens Boundary Borough boundary 
84. Strategic Footpath / Cycleway From St Helens UDP4 
85. Three Beacons Walk Location of the three beacons 
86. Urban Villages Proposed urban villages 



87. Visible Greenbelt (3000m view) Areas of greenbelt visible from urban 
areas7 

88. Visual Gateway Areas Areas where views are possible into 
St Helens town 

89. Wasteland to Woodland Sites Community woodland sites which 
are part of a Groundwork St Helens 
initiative 

90. Water Bodies Ponds and other Water Bodies  
91. Water Bodies (From Natural Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 

Characterisation Project3 
92. Watercourse - Sankey Brook and 
Canal 

Important local watercourse 

93. Watercourses River, streams and canals 
94. Woodland (From Natural Legacy) From Merseyside Historic 

Characterisation Project3 
95. Woodlands (From Woodland Inventory 
2000) 

Woodlands identified in a woodland 
inventory carried out in 1992 

96. Works and Warehouses (From 
Industrial Legacy) 

From Merseyside Historic 
Characterisation Project3 
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Appendix 6 
CIAT Function Maps



 





















 



Appendix 7 
Existing and Potential Functionality Maps





 
 
 
 

There is no data to represent potential functionality - Gateway to the Town 









There is no data to represent potential functionality - Gateway to the Town 



There is no data to represent potential functionality - Gateway to the Town 







 



 



Appendix 8 
Multifunctionality Mapping and Assessment
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Appendix 9 
Thematic multifunctionality maps









 



 
 
 

Appendix 10 
 

Comparison of Landscape Character Types and CIAT Functions
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Place to Live Sustainably  
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 Productive Landscape  
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 Recycling & Renewable  
   Energy Centre Function 
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Agricultural Moss Character Type 
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Broad Rural Slopes Character Type 
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River Valley Character Type 
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Wooded Former Estate Character Type 
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Edge Farmland Character Type 
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Floodplain Farmland Character Type 

 Bridge to the Country Function  Gateway to the Town Function 

 Residential & Industrial Centre  
   Function 

 Nature Reserve Function  Engine for Regeneration  
   Function 

Place to Live Sustainably  
   Function 

 Heritage & Cultural Legacy  
   Function 

 Productive Landscape  
   Function 

 Recycling & Renewable  
   Energy Centre Function 

 Classroom Function 

 Health Centre Function  Extent of the Character Type  
   within the CIAT 



Health Theme Regeneration Theme Recreation Theme Education Theme 



Undulating Farmland with Woodland Character Type 
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Intimate Farmed Valley Character Type 
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Raised Spoil Heap Character Type 
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Appendix 11 
Strategies analysed for inclusion in the CDR 

 
Merseyside Local Transport Plan  
St Helens UDP 
Northwest Regional Housing Strategy  
Tackling Health Inequalities  
The Future in Our Hands – Cultural Strategy 
City Growth Strategy 
Strategy for Social Inclusion 
Tourism and Visitor Strategy 
Northwest Regional Economic Strategy  
Sustainable Communities – building for the future 
Policy for Nature 
Countryside Recreation Survey 
Agricultural Landholdings Strategy 
Greenspace Strategy 
The Mersey Forest Plan 
 
Homelessness Strategy 2003-08 
Housing Needs Survey 2004 
Learning and Skills Council Strategic Framework to 2004 
Corporate Equality Plan 
16-19 Area Wide Inspection Action Plan 
 
Those in bold were included in the database 
 
City Growth St Helens (2003). St Helens City Growth Strategy. St Helens. 
David Couttie Associates Ltd. (2003). St Helens Housing Needs Survey. St 

Helens Council. 
Department of Health (2003). Tackling Health Inequalities - A Programme for 

Action. London. 
Learning and Skills Council (2001). Strategic Framework to 2004. 
Merseytravel, Liverpool City Council, Knowsley Council, Sefton Council, Wirral 

MBC and St Helens Council (2000). Merseyside's Local Transport Plan. 
North West Development Agency (2003). North West Regional Economic 

Strategy. 
North West Regional Housing Board (2003). North West Regional Housing 

Strategy. Government Office NW, English Partnerships, North West 
Regional Assembly, Housing Corporation, North West Housing Forum and 
North West Development Agency. 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (2003). Sustainable Communities - building 
for the future. HM Government. 

St Helens Council (1997). St Helens Policy for Nature. 
St Helens Council (2002a). St Helens Council Corporate Equality Plan (The 

CEP). 



St Helens Council (2002b). St Helens Tourism and Visitor Strategy 2002 - 2006. 
St Helens Council (2003a). The Future in Our Hands - A Cultural Strategy for St 

Helens 2002 - 2007. 
St Helens Council (2003b). Opening the Door - A strategy for tackling 

homelessness in St Helens 2003-2008. 
St Helens Council (2004a). Agricultural Landholdings Strategy. E. S. D. P. 

(Implementation). 
St Helens Council (2004b). St Helens Greenspace Strategy - Consultation Draft. 
St Helens Council (2004c). St Helens Social Inclusion Strategy 2004 - 2012. 
St Helens Learning Partnership and Learning and Skills Council - Greater 

Merseyside (2003). St Helens 16-19 Area-wide Post Inspection Action 
Plan. 

St Helens MBC (1995). St Helens Countryside Recreation Strategy. 
St Helens MBC (1998). Unitary Development Plan, St Helens MBC. Adopted 

2nd July 1998. 
The Mersey Forest (2001). The Mersey Forest Plan. Warrington. 
 
 



Appendix 12 
Pro forma for policy and strategy analysis 

 
 
 
 

Strategy / Plan Name  
Function name  
Year  Plan / Strategy Status  
 
 
 
POLICY  
 
Policy Aim / Objective  
Policy Action  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTION  
Action Details  
Key Projects  
 
 
 
 
Page References  
PDF   
 



 
 



Appendix 13 
 
 

DOCTORS SURGERIES, HOSPITALS AND CARE HOMES 
 

Locations within each ward and existing countryside 
in and around town resource 



















 



Appendix 14 
 
 

HEALTH FOCUS AREAS 
 

Location of each focus area and existing countryside 
in and around town resource 

















 



Appendix 15 
Potential CIAT Core Strategy policy 

 
Policy area 
Countryside and Urban Fringe 
 
Relative Spatial Objective 
 
To protect the Countryside from inappropriate development and promote its 
enhancement and positive use for agriculture, biodiversity, health, recreation and 
tourism through partnership with landowners and other stakeholders. 
 
 
Preferred Approach 
 
Policies in the plan will (a) recognise that the Countryside around St Helens is a 
productive landscape providing a setting for the Town capable of accommodating a 
wide range of positive uses. 
 
b) Define the Countryside as: 
 

i) the Green Belt Area 
ii) wedges of open land extending into the built up area as Greenways, 

while,  
iii) recognising the strong interdependence with other areas of open land 

forming part of the green infrastructure. 
 
c) The Council will work with its partners, such as the Mersey Forest and Groundwork 
Trust, to support the agricultural economy while promoting the positive use of the 
Countryside for recreation, biodiversity, health, education, tourism and regeneration.  
Priorities for comprehensive action will be:   
 

i) the St Helens Forest Park, on the southern fringe of the Borough 
ii) the Sankey Bank, Carr Mill Dam, Billinge Hill Corridor 
iii) the restoration of the former Lyme and Wood Pits, between Haydock and 

Newton-Le-Willows. 
 
d) Require that any development in the Countryside should: 
     

i) be in accordance with the landscape character to safeguard local 
distinctiveness 

ii) facilitate farm diversification and tourism while respecting the Green Belt 
status 

iii) Avoid harm to features of acknowledged importance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Policy source(s) 
PPG’s / PPSs / Circulars PPG7 
RPG13 / draft RSS  
Community Strategy A healthy, safe, attractive and rich environment with a 

choice of good transport facilities for all. 
Best practice guidance  

1. Countryside Agency ‘The Countryside in and 
around Towns’ 

 
Other sources 2. Attitudes to wildlife and Countryside around St 

Helens, 2005, MoH Mac Donald / St Helens 
Council 

3. St Helens Landscape Character Assessment, 
Land Use Consultants, November 2005. 

 
 

  
 

1. Reasons for preferred approach 
 
The Countryside around the town is an important resource covering 50% of the 
Borough area and policies are required to ensure it is used positively while 
supporting the agricultural economy and features of importance such as landscape, 
biodiversity and woodlands. 
 
While development is constrained by Green Belt policy (----) and a number of 
activities will fall outside direct planning control, there is nevertheless a need to take 
a comprehensive and positive approach to future activity in partnership with other 
agencies. 
 
The policy supports and has evolved from joint working with the Countryside Agency, 
Mersey Forest and Groundwork Trust to consider the positive use of the Countryside 
around towns. 
 
 
Alternative approaches considered 
 
1.  Rely on Green Belt policy.  While this would control development and safeguard 
resources subject to planning control, it would not promote the positive use of the 
Countryside. 
 
2.  Prepare an action plan for the Urban Fringe.  A detailed analysis of the St Helens 
Urban Fringe commenced in 2004, working jointly with the Countryside Agency.  The 
conclusions of that work are still evolving so it is premature to confirm this approach 
for the Countryside as a whole.  However, this approach remains an option for all or, 
more likely, parts of the rural area. 

  
 


