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“The environment is highly important for productivity, leisure and economic performance of local communities….national, regional, and

local organisations all have an important role to play in the quality of the physical environment.”

Hon Donald J Johnston, Secretary General - OECD

2 February 2005

“It is clear that soft location factors are becoming an increasingly important part of economic decision making. One of the constant threads of interviews with public and private

decision-makers was the significance of attracting and retaining skilled workers to their cities.....cities with the assets of good environment, distinctive architectures, cultural

facilities, diverse housing stock, access to natural amenities....”

Competitive European Cities: Where do the Core Cities stand? Urban Research Summary 13. (ODPM, 2004)

“We recognise that accessible greenspace has a central role to play in securing successful and sustainable economic and social regeneration...”

Creating Sustainable Communities: Greening the Gateway

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2004

nd

"…our objectives for growth and employment are not at odds with but complementary to our objectives for environmental care and protection."

Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Speech to the Sustainable Communities Summit

2 February 2005

“What is it that makes people say they live in a sustainable community? Its access to greenspace and the countryside.”

Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

2 February 2005

nd

nd

The natural environment in parts of the region is....world class, and the opportunity exists to further develop these

assets to secure existing employment and create new employment opportunities....The region will not move to a

new and modern economy without addressing the environmental legacy of the past. The scale of dereliction at

the neighbourhood level is considerable, and holds back both communities and individuals from re-engaging

with the mainstream economy”
EU Objective 2 Programme SPD for the North West

March 1999
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Purpose of this Guide
As part of the UK's presidency of the G8 nations this year, the Prime Minister aims to reinvigorate the Agenda 21 process - contributing to global environmental issues through

local action. There will be particular emphasis on two priorities; climate change and poverty. Local action must combine with national and international action to address

these core issues.

Local environmental action must be set within a robust and integrated framework to ensure that social progress and economic growth is coherent and structured. The

environmental framework needed is complex and far-reaching. It encompasses energy efficiency, green technology and innovation, marketing and procurement, all of

which lie at the heart of prudent economic development. It also relates to the quality and accessibility of the physical environment - an issue of regional importance for the

Northwest that is relevant to economic growth, rural recovery, housing market and neighbourhood renewal, leisure and tourism, and sustainable farming and food. It

relates to National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty as much as it relates to failing urban neighbourhoods and industrial sites.

The physical environment in our City-regions is of fundamental importance to quality of life and economic productivity. The Liverpool and Manchester City-regions, despite

being surrounded by outstanding landscapes of global significance, bear deep physical scars from previous, unchecked industrial and social development. The

challenge for the renaissance of our City-regions is, therefore, two-fold. Firstly, through growth and renewal we must work together to ensure that is

planned and implemented in the same coherent and integrated way as transport, telecommunications and social infrastructure. Secondly, despite many outstanding

success stories within the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions, some of which are featured within this guide, there remains a pressing need to bring the multi-functional

benefits of to within our communities and business locations.

Green Infrastructure

Green Infrastructure

This document sets the context and identifies the priorities for improving the delivery of in the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions. It is bold and

challenging. It does not shy away from political sensitivity. It is a loud call to decision-makers and investors (both public and private) for integrated, committed and

sustained action to ensure that economic growth advances with integrated social and environmental benefits.

Green Infrastructure

Our vision is an ambitious one, but it can be achieved by intelligent targeting of resources, both capital and revenue, and an unswerving

commitment to balanced growth. We are all key stakeholders in this critical issue. We need to continue to work together consistently to ensure

that makes a better contribution to social progress and economic prosperity. Further, we must forge new links with

agencies and organisations that have a pivotal role in progressing this agenda, with which we are yet to experience the challenges and

benefits of long-term partnership working.

Green Infrastructure
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What is Green Infrastructure?

Green Infrastructure spans administrative and political boundaries. It is publicly and privately owned, semi-natural and man-made. It may not always

look green (think of rivers and canals, woodlands in winter, or fields of oil seed rape)! In short, Green Infrastructure is diverse, as are the functions that it

performs. These range from climate control to economic productivity, from recreation and amenity to wildlife habitat. Green Infrastructure is a health

and education resource. It is central to local distinctiveness. It is of global and local importance.

Green Infrastructure is a vital component of sustainable communities. It is as important in our established

communities as it is within areas of housing and economic growth. It should be :
1

Designed holistically

Planned comprehensively

Laid out strategically

Planned and implemented publicly

Grounded in the principles and practices of diverse professions

Funded up-front

- like our transport system, Green Infrastructure should be designed to link diverse greenspace elements into a system that functions as a whole, rather

than as separate, unrelated parts;

- like our electrical and telecommunications systems, Green Infrastructure needs to be planned comprehensively to provide ecological, social

and economic benefits, functions and values;

- like our roads, Green Infrastructure needs to be laid out strategically to cross administrative boundaries. It involves planning at the ‘landscape scale’;

- like our transport system, our Green infrastructure systems should be planned and implemented with input from and involvement of

the public, including community organisations and private landowners;

- like the design and planning of social infrastructure, Green Infrastructure should be based on sound

science and should build on the knowledge of professional disciplines including urban and regional planning, economics, community forestry and landscape ecology - no

one profession has all the answers; and

- like other infrastructure systems, Green Infrastructure needs to be funded as a primary public investment.

Green Infrastructure is the physical environment within and between our cities, towns

and villages. It is the network of open spaces, waterways, gardens, woodlands, green

corridors, street trees and open countryside that brings many social, economic and

environmental benefits to local people and communities.

3

1
Benedict, M & McMahon, E (2001) ‘Green Infrastructure: Smart Conservation for the 21st Century’. Sprawl Watch Clearinghouse Monograph Series.



4

Local Scale

Urban Greening

Public Realm

Pocket Parks & Local Nature Reserves

Community Gardens

(page 15)

Case Study 1: Green Streets

Country Parks

Urban River Valleys

Green Wedges

Wildlife Corridors

(page 16)

Case Study 2: Stamford Brook

Urban Greenspace Strategy

Countryside in and Around Towns

Regional Parks

Local Development Frameworks

(page 18)

Case Study 3: St Helens Urban Fringe Action Plan

Planning Scales
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Strategic Scale

City-region Action Plans

Sub-regional Green Infrastructure Plans

Community Forest Plans

Catchment Management Plans

(page 20)

Case Study 4: The Mersey and Red Rose Forest Plans

Regional Spatial Strategy

Integrated Regional Strategy

The Northern Way

(page 22)

Case Study 5: East Midlands Green Infrastructure Scoping Study

Note: these images are diagrammatic

and do not represent actual places

or policies



Our Vision
Built development should be matched by improvements to the environment, including

the provision of diverse and well-managed Green Infrastructure throughout, and

extending beyond, the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions. Green Infrastructure will

contribute to the quality of life of new and existing communities and help to create a

positive sense of place for people who live and work there. Green Infrastructure should be

a showcase for well-designed and sustainable communities across the whole of the two

City-regions, underpinning quality of life, climate change adaptation and natural

resource protection.

The Liverpool and Manchester City-regions are the economic lifeblood of the England’s Northwest. In 2001, the combined Gross Value Added

(GVA) of the two City-regions was £49.2bn , accounting for over 56% of the total GVA for the Northwest. Yet, despite being surrounded by some

of the most globally-significant and outstanding landscapes, the quality of the physical environment within them does little to reinforce their

social and economic importance.

Our vision underpins the drive to reduce regional disparity between the North and the South. Through the improvement of Green Infrastructure

to serve businesses and communities within the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions, we will help to create a quality environment that

retains and attracts the most talented and ambitious people.

2,3

6

2. Merseyside Economic Review 2004 3. www.midas.org.uk

( ) ( )The Mersey Partnership, 2004 Manchester Investment & Development Agency 2001-2003



Much of the existing Green Infrastructure

resource within the City-regions is an

undervalued asset and is delivering

socio-economic and environmental

benefits well below its potential. In many

cases, it could be argued that

components of Green Infrastructure are

contributing to the spiral of deprivation

and market failure.

We want to see Green Infrastructure

contributing to vibrancy and sense of

place across the Liverpool and

Manchester City-regions. We want to

move from the scene depicted by the

left hand image to the situation

illustrated on the right.

Source:

Towards an Urban Renaissance’

Redrawn from Andrew Wright Associates in

‘

Urban Task Force, 1999
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Benefits and Values
By planning, implementing and managing Green Infrastructure together at the landscape

scale, we can:

provide an inspiring setting for economic progress and investment;

create a focus for social inclusion, education, training, health and well-being;

reinforce and enhance landscape character and local distinctiveness;

create a framework for natural systems and functions that are fundamental to species and

habitat viability, healthy soils, water and air, and provide an essential fabric for sustainable

living;

reverse habitat fragmentation and increase biodiversity to restore functioning ecosystems

that underpin a rich wildlife resource;

develop a multi-functional landscape and greenspace resource that meets local needs;

safeguard and enhance natural and historic assets between, in and around major

communities;

inspire cohesive partnership working across a range of disciplines and sectors.

provide the essential contact between people and nature; and
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Liverpool

Manchester

The multiple deprivation profile of the Northwest

region illustrates clearly the social and economic needs

of the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions in

relation to the rest of the region.
(Data Source: Index of Deprivation 2004, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister)

4. Lovell, J (2004) ‘Benefit Mapping’ in Landscape #10 October 2004 pp19-22 Wardour Communications Ltd., London

5 .No r t hwes t Deve lopmen t Agency (1999 ) ‘ Eng land ’ s No r t hwes t : A s t ra tegy towa rd s 2020 ’

6. North West Regional Assembly (August 2004) Partial Review of the Regional Planning Guidance for the Northwest (RPG13)

Assets & Opportunities
The Northwest is a region of unparalleled disparity. It is home to some of the most stunning and culturally valued landscapes in the world, yet in many

places it is blighted by industrial dereliction and socio-economic dysfunction . The Liverpool and Manchester City-regions, in particular, are

renowned for their post-industrial legacy, and are the primary focus of renaissance and growth investment in the region .

However, this only tells part of the story. In many respects, the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions are thriving. They are rich in environmental

assets and abundant with dedicated and talented people working to improve our quality of life. Whether it's a strategic partnership working to clean

up the catchment of the River Mersey, one of the most environmentally, economically and historically important water systems in the country, or a

small community group working together to revive a forgotten corner of a housing estate, the

depth of capacity within the City-regions represents a huge opportunity. In order to

contribute effectively to the development and management of an

integrated, multi-functional Green Infrastructure, the various organisations

and individuals need to be working together across a range of themes

and towards common goals.

4

5,6
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Setting the scene for economic growth

There is a plethora of action plans, strategies and policies relating to economic growth

and sustainable development across the Northwest. Many focus on the metropolitan axis

formed by the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions as the priority for intervention and

investment leverage.

Furthermore, it is evident that there is significant disparity in the policy and funding of Green Infrastructure

between the North and the South of England. If Government and the northern Regional Development Agencies

are serious about overcoming the £29bn GVA gap, commitment to Green Infrastructure as a central facet of

sustainable economic growth must be equal across regions - not concentrated on the Thames Gateway and

the southern growth corridors.

It is a matter of concern, however, that the positioning of Green Infrastructure within this policy framework is

generally very weak. Despite a weight of reference to quality of life, environmental stewardship and

regional image in the core policy documents of the region, the degree to which environmental

intervention is carried forward through action planning and funding remains extremely limited.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

enshrined in regional

policy framework

Improved

image

Improved physical

and mental health

Reinforced through

delivery plans* and

(capital and revenue)

funding streams

Government delivers

against PSA Target 8:

‘Liveability’

Retention of young,

talented people

Increased economic

activity

Example delivery plans

* Housing market renewal

* Northern Way Growth Strategy

* City-region action plans

* Community Forest plans

* Local Development Frameworks

* Area Action Plans

PSA Target 8

ODPM is responsible for delivering this target with

other Government departments. It covers the

following priorities across England:

- Creating attractive and welcoming parks, play areas and public spaces;

- Improving the physical fabric and infrastructure of streetscapes;

- Making places cleaner and maintaining them better; and

- Improving people's perception of the quality of their local environment



The Regional Spatial Dimension
A Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) is currently being prepared for the Northwest region. This presents an opportunity to embed Green

Infrastructure into regional policy, which is seen as a critical step if planning and investment in Green Infrastructure is to improve. The

organisations charged with progressing the RSS have been advised by Government that housing, jobs and access to services are the three key

themes on which the RSS should focus. There is a danger, therefore, that Green Infrastructure could be overlooked, despite the fact that these

themes are interrelated with environmental quality. The preparation of the RSS is a major opportunity to:

There is an opportunity to include Green Infrastructure as an over-arching policy theme in the emerging RSS, within which the range of existing

environmental policies and targets can be positioned and synthesised. Whilst it is crucial that emphasis on the component functions (and

related professional disciplines) of Green Infrastructure is not lost, this would provide a useful platform from which regional and local delivery

agencies and decision-makers can work together to meet the multi-functional needs of the region’s communities, economies and

environment. Most significantly, a Green Infrastructure policy theme should be employed to ensure that environmental priorities and

objectives are given equal policy attention with the social and economic agendas. This is essential for sustainable growth and the future

prosperity of the region.

acknowledge and promote the need for environmental intervention through intelligence-led planning techniques;

provide a strategic delivery framework for all of the Governments ‘green’ Public Service Agreements, and most of the

regional targets contained in Action for Sustainability;

recognise the cross-boundary perspective of Green Infrastructure planning and the strategic objectives that relate to

it, within which local greenspace needs and objectives can be structured;

highlight the cross-sectoral relevance of Green Infrastructure and how it relates to the operational remits of regional

agencies;

reinforce the value of the Northwest’s landscape assets in social, economic and environmental terms;

align Green Infrastructure development needs to established landscape character areas to ensure coherent

intervention action plans; and

illustrate Green Infrastructure priorities with the use of a spatial diagram, supporting the RSS key diagram.

12
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The Statutory Spatial Planning System Green Infrastructure Planning

Regional Spatial Strategy

City Region

Development Programmes

The Northern Way

Delivery Strategy

Local Development

Frameworks

Site Development

Briefs and Masteplans

Greenspace

Strategies

Regional Green

Infrastructure Policy

Framework

Pan-Regional Green

Infrastructure Policy

Framework

City Region

Green Infrastructure

Strategies

Greenspace and

Area Action Plans

Integration of Green

Infrastructure Planning and

the Statutory Planning System

Note: Broken lines denote

key spatial planning

documents which do not

form part of the Statutory

Planning System, but which

are significant strategies in

which Green Infrastructure

principles should be enshrined.



14

Celebrating Achievement & Best Practice
There is a strong environmental sector in the Northwest which is particularly active in the Liverpool and

Manchester City-regions. It is estimated that the regional environmental economy accounts for 101,200 jobs

and £2.96bn annual turnover in the region . The degree to which the environmental sector is working in

partnership with other sectors continues to improve, and there is a wealth of good working practice through the

public, private and voluntary sectors. This activity is, however, largely disjointed - a more co-ordinated

approach to environmental intervention in order to maximise the integration of environmental assets

and networks, leading to greater social, economic and environmental benefits.

6

is needed

The following case studies, which are linked to the scales of Green Infrastructure planning illustrated on pages 4 and 5 of this document, highlight

some best practice from the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions. There is, however, a notable absence of best practice arising from the regional

planning dimension in the Northwest, highlighting the need for a step change in Green Infrastructure planning at the strategic level. To illustrate

potential ways forward in this respect, Case Study 5 relates to a Green Infrastructure Scoping Study that is currently ongoing in the East Midlands

region.

6. ‘The Environmental Economy of the Northwest’ (NWRA, NWDA, GONW and partners, 2000)
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Case Study 1: Green Streets
Green Streets is a programme of community-led urban greening that operates in Manchester, Trafford and Salford. The programme has a proven

track record of successful delivery and has transformed the physical environment of many inner city residential streets. The Green Streets vision

centres on ‘residential and business communities working together to improve their quality of life through neighbourhood and city-centre greening’.

The Green Streets core values, which give a strong flavour of the way in which the programme is managed and delivered, are:

community-led approach to environmental improvement to faciltate

life-long learning, community cohesion and skills development;

prioritisation for communities in greatest need;

co-operation and complementarity with existing regeneration

initiatives;

commitment to innovation and high-quality design solutions;

commitment to disseminating best practice through the creation of a

replicable model to facilitate the mainstreaming of the Green Streets

approach;

sustainability to be at the core of design, implementation and long-

term management;

best value in procuring service delivery;

financial accountability and strong emphasis on delivery to

timescales;

commitment to robust mechanisms for long-term management;

commitment to long-term monitoring and project evaluation; and

raising the profile of the Northwest through the creation of high-quality

urban environments.

Green Streets has been particularly successful in Housing Market Renewal areas, and there is growing interest in delivering similar programmes in

many other areas of the UK.
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Case Study 2: Stamford Brook

The Green Infrastructure provision will enhance quality of life for residents in the new and existing communities of the local area. It will perform a

number of important functions, including:

Providing an amenity and recreation resource on the doorstep of local people;

Providing wildlife habitat and ecological networks - the landscape has been designed with strong reference to landscape ecology principles;

Providing flood protection to the new development, as well as alleviating existing flood risk from established communities adjacent the site;

Through the provision of information to new householders, the landscape and environmental features will be a valuable resource in educating

people about the importance of Green Infrastructure; and

Providing an attractive setting for new and existing homes.

Long-term management of the Green Infrastructure will be secured through the creation of a management company, financed by the residents.

This collaborative residential development project between The National Trust, Redrow Homes, and Taylor Woodrow Developments is an

outstanding example of how Green Infrastructure can be incorporated holistically as a central feature of new housing development, As well as

demonstrating how the volume house building industry can advance its environmental performance standards in construction and the

energy efficiency of dwellings, the scheme includes the following landscape components which combine to form an integrated, multi-

functional Green Infrastructure:

restoration and enhancement of two river corridors which bound the development site to the north and east;

well connected greenways and wildlife corridors;

an expansive area of community woodland planted and regenerated with native trees and shrubs;

a hierarchy of incidental public open spaces within the development framework;

storm water attenuation features incorporated within open space; and

street trees and hedgerow dominated boundary treatments.
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Case Study 3: St Helens Urban Fringe Action Plan
This exercise seeks to create a robust landscape framework within which a range of planning and delivery mechanisms can operate effectively. It

has been prepared to support the St Helens ‘Town in the Forest’ Vision, and focuses on the ten functions defined by The Countryside Agency and

Groundwork for the Countryside in and Around Towns. The project aims and objectives are:

provide a strategic framework which assists in the delivery of St Helens as the ‘Town in the Forest’;

demonstrate how the countryside in and around towns as a spatial area can become a functioning, valued resource for the borough;

provide a series of recommendations and action points which can be followed in order to make significant gains in the countryside in and

around towns, which benefit the entire borough in a social, economic and environmental context;

initiate a sustainable spatial planning approach which can be delivered through incorporation into policies, plans and programmes.

provide a planning framework to enable the best linkages to be made between existing projects and strategies;

link to the Local Development Framework and Community Plan (through the involvement of the Local Strategic Partnership);

provide guidance for developers and planners;

create a quality threshold for new development and environmental improvement;

provide a consistency of approach in terms of design, specification and implementation so that there is coherence across projects, without

producing blandness;

improve prospects for drawing in regional and national partners;

develop the use of the Countryside Character and other spatial planning tools to assist in developing this Area Action Plan and planning

development framework; and

engage local people in the planning and development of the urban fringe.

Aims

Objectives



19

A Bridge to the Country Gateway to the Town A Health Centre A Classroom

A Recycling and

Renewable Energy

Centre

A Productive Landscape A Place for Sustainable

Living

An Engine for

Regeneration

A Nature Reserve Residential and Industrial

Centres
Mapping extracts illustrating ten Countryside in and Around Towns functions

(Image source: The Mersey Forest and TEP)

A number of themes that relate to each function were identified with

consultees. It was determined that each theme could be expressed

spatially using a range of indicators. These indicators were mapped to

illustrate those areas which have the greatest potential to contribute

towards each of the ten functions.
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Case Study 4: The Mersey and Red Rose Forest Plans
The Liverpool and Manchester City-regions are predominantly covered by The Mersey Forest and Red Rose Forest. Both

have a long-standing track record of proven delivery with a wide range of partnership organisations. The activity of the

Community Forests is driven primarily by the principles and objectives set out in the Forest Plans.

The Mersey Forest Plan and Red Rose Forest Plan take different planning approaches to the

delivery of Green Infrastructure. They both, nonetheless, place considerable emphasis on the

multi-functional attributes of Green Infrastructure, and acknowledge the value of different types

of habitat and greenspace. The Forest Plans are not just about planting trees. Rather, they seek to

deliver a diverse environmental resource close to where people live.

The Red Rose Forest Plan identifies a number of Core Forest Areas which are based primarily on

major river valley corridors. Proposals for the Core Forest Areas include woodland and habitat

creation, strategic and local access provision, and facilities to enhance people’s understanding

and enjoyment of the Green Infrastructure resource.

The Mersey Forest Plan bases its strategy on local authority areas in recognition of the importance

of strong local support and ownership for proposals and projects. The proposals for these areas

are, however, integrated into a wider strategy map that covers the whole Forest area, and

illustrates indicative woodland cover percentages, within which more detailed projects and plans

can be brought forward.

The planning approaches for both Forests are grounded in the principles of landscape character

assessment and strategy. Comprehensive landscape character assessments provide the basis for

both Plans, with strategies based on conserving, restoring and creating landscape character. This

ensures that local distinctiveness underpins Green Infrastructure delivery.
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The Mersey Forest Strategy Map
(Image source: The Mersey Forest)

Red Rose Forest: Core Forest Areas
(Image source: Red Rose Forest)

Major roads

Railways

Canals and waterways

Major recreational routeways

Recreation routes to be investigated

Area of high landscape value

Areas where planting is inappropriate

Proposed woodland cover 0-10%

Proposed woodland cover 10-20%

Proposed woodland cover 20-30%

Proposed woodland cover > 30%

Sefton Coast Planning Zone

Croal Irwell Valley (CI)

Douglas Valley (DV)

Wigan Flashes/Hey Brook Corridor (WF)

Worsley Greenway/Bridgewater Canal (WG)

Irk Valley/Heaton Park (IV)

Mersey Valley (MV)

Eastlands/Medlock Valley (EM)

Forest Growth
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Case Study 5: East Midlands Green Infrastructure Scoping Study

This approach is a significant step forward for Green Infrastructure planning at a regional level. There is an urgent

need to adopt a strategic approach to Green Infrastructure planning in the Northwest, and particularly in the

Liverpool and Manchester City-regions, in order to carry forward the principles of many of the regional and sub-

regional policy documents into informed action plans and strategies. The need for improved Green

Infrastructure planning is proven, but we need to develop further the understanding of the multi-functionality of

existing resources through robust mapping outputs. We aim to work with partners to advance Green

Infrastructure mapping and analysis across the City Regions.

The East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy has identified the provision of Environmental Infrastructure as a priority for action, to

encourage the sustainable use of environmental resources within the region. Green Infrastructure has been highlighted as a key component

of the Environmental Infrastructure. A range of partners including the East Midlands Regional Assembly, DEFRA (RDS), The National Trust,

Countryside Agency, English Nature, Environment Agency, East Midlands Development Agency, English Heritage and the Institute for

Sustainable Development in Business have commissioned a Green Infrastructure Scoping Study for the region. The study is complemented

directly by a separate but supporting commission arising from Greenwood Community Forest and Forestry Commission.

The study is two-pronged, seeking firstly to define the multi-functionality of Green Infrastructure across the region through a series of detailed

mapping exercises in a range of local study areas. The maps will show the typology of component greenspaces and environmental assets (see

extract to the right) using criteria based on PPG17, and the various social, economic and environmental functions of these components using

a range of proxy datasets. Secondly, the study will identify, with the input and support of stakeholders, the impediments that prevent

organisations from across the region in making their contribution to the planning and delivery of Green Infrastructure in order that solutions

can be identified to overcome these barriers. Impediments and solutions are explored in relation to policy, funding, human resources and

intellectual capital, land and environmental constraints, and organisational cultures.
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Parks and public gardens

Outdoor sports facilities

General amenity space

Woodland

Grassland and heathland

Allotments, community gardens and urban farms

Cemeteries, churchyards and burial grounds

Derelict land

Private gardens

Agricultural land

Water

Other

Built development

Green Infrastructure Typologies
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Summary of Key Challenges
Understanding of the Green Infrastructure concept remains limited, particularly in relation to its spatial dimension.

There is currently no structure to bind environmental work at the regional or City-region level.

There is a major policy gap between the South and the Northwest, which is further exacerbated by the gap in Green Infrastructure

action planning, funding and delivery. This is notable in relation to the emerging Northern Way strategy.

There is a need to find innovative ways of investing limited resources (both capital and revenue) throughout an extensive

geographic area.

There is a need to overcome inconsistent policy within and between agencies.

There is a need to ensure that funding streams are effectively linked to policy drivers - not biased towards direct job and business

floorspace creation.

There is a lack of Government championing of Green Infrastructure outside of the key growth areas.

Summary of Key Opportunities
There is an important opportunity to co-ordinate natural environment, biodiversity and liveability targets through the strategic

planning and delivery of Green Infrastructure.

Increasing emphasis on cross-sectoral and partnership working within and between Government.

There is an outstanding environmental sector and voluntary resource base within the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions.

New revenue funding precedents have been set by the inauguration of the Land Restoration Trust, on which there is hope to build.

The Community Forest partnerships have an excellent track record of delivery and partnership working.

There is an opportunity to better co-ordinate environmental activity in the City-regions to ensure that the isolation between thematic

activities is overcome.

There is an emerging commitment from regional agencies to the concept of Regional Parks, although these need to be

underpinned by a wider approach to Green Infrastructure planning.
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Our Commitments & Recommendations
This Guide has set out the need for improved Green Infrastructure planning and delivery throughout the Liverpool and

Manchester City-regions. It refers to a number of current shortfalls in policy and action and identifies a range of

opportunities to take this agenda forward across the City-regions. We will work to make sure that these important

opportunities are not missed - there are no second chances. These are our key commitments and recommendations:

We will encourage Government to take stronger leadership on Green Infrastructure issues outside of the

southern growth corridors.

We will hold workshops to bring together decision-makers and delivery agents from across the Liverpool and

Manchester City-regions and wider Northwest region, with a view to preparing a policy statement to take to

the Regional Assembly for incorporation into the Regional Spatial Strategy.

We will work with partners to identify further opportunities to embed the Green Infrastructure concept into key

regional policies and delivery documents.

There is a proposal to establish a Green Infrastructure Unit to provide a service across the Liverpool and

Manchester City-regions and further discussion needs to take place to develop this idea.

We will support the development of strategic decision-making tools to inform the planning and delivery of

Green Infrastructure across the Liverpool and Manchester City-regions.

We will encourage partners to join us in securing funds for the mapping of the Green Infrastructure resource

and its multi-functionality across the City-regions.

We will support the emerging Regional Parks as showcases for clustered activity that is underpinned by a wider

Green Infrastructure approach to planning and delivery.
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